SPEECHES AT THE CONFERENCE 
Reported by Rebekah Greatheouse, National Secretary 


S MOTHERS bring home a taste of cake to 

their children who could not go to the party, 

we are giving you here parts of speeches made at 
the National Conference in Columbus. 


Review of the Campaign 
Helen Robbins Bitterman, Conference Chairman 


With the women who met at Seneca Falls, New 
York, at the call of Elizabeth Cady Stanton and 
Lucretia Mott, suffrage was but one of the rights 
demanded in a declaration of independence which 
demanded recognition and establishment of their 
complete equality with men in all relations of life. 

They wanted the vote, but they also wanted and 
said so in no uncertain terms that equality of 
human rights which they asserted results neces- 
sarily from the identity of the race in capabilities 
and responsibilities. 

They demanded equal participation with men in 
the various trades, professions and commerce 
and they denounced as unnatural and therefore 
of no force or authority all laws which prevent 
woman from occupying such a station in society 
as her conscience shall dictate, or which place her 
in a position inferior to that of man. 

It has taken the events of the past few years 
to demonstrate to some of us how far short are 
women even in this country of the goal fixed by 
the pioneers three-quarters of a century ago. 

Our part in this world movement is to put 
through without further delay the Equal Rights 
Amendment, first introduced in Congress in 1923; 
to assist in the work of the Inter American Com- 
mission of Women for ratification of the equality 
treaties signed at Montevideo in December, 1933; 
and to cooperate with the equal rights campaign 
of the Woman’s Consultative Committee created 
by the League of Nations in supporting at Geneva 
the Equal Rights Treaty to which the women of 
Europe now are looking as almost their only hope. 


Lena Madesin Phillips 
President, International Federation of Business and 
Professional Women 


In the matter of equal rights for women, the 
2 Woman's Party represents the moving 
orce. 

Far too generally women’s groups do a little 
of this and a little of that, completing nothing 
because unwilling to forego anything. 


qual 


Official Organ, THE NATIONAL 


* 


WA 


Price Five Cents 

On the patchwork quilt plan of their grand- 
mothers, the programs of many groups inelude 
a patch of peace, a scrap of minimum wage, frag- 
ments of the abolition of child labor, and of world 
court and of discrimination. 

A touch of red in a talk on Russia and a bit of 
green through the Irish poets, these and the 
annual luncheon make the popular modern quilt 


pattern. 

It is this diversity of interest, this complacenc 
with the symbol rather than with actuality, t 
conditioning to failure which must be so heartily 
deplored today. 

The right of women to work, like the right of 
suffrage, touches the guarantee of “life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness“ embodied in the 
Constitution and marks the dividing line between 
freedom and slavery. You of the Woman’s Party 
will have from now on not only my blessing but 


my work. 


Agnes Bryant Dickinson 
Former Assistant Attorney General for Ohio 


I have not hitherto been a member of the 
Woman’s Party. I had thought that a woman 
lawyer had enough to do to carry on her own pro- 
fessional work. But henceforth the business of 
the Woman’s Party will be my business. 

This campaign needs women lawyers and they 
need the Equal Rights Amendment. Certainly we 
will not be worth very much if we can’t put it 
over and we are sunk without it. 


Mrs. Harvey Wiley 
Vice Chairman, National Womans Party 


We have only to look across the ocean to see 
what the superiority complex in one man has done 
for Italy and what the inferiority complex in one 
nation has done to Germany. 

It took only a few years for the women of Ger- 
many to sink from a point of tremendous advange- 
ment, more than by any other women of the world, 
to a state of almost complete helplessness. And 
here in this country we are having repeated 
demonstrations of the fact that no women are safe 
until we have a constitutional amendment behind 
us as it stands now behind the men. 

But the dam seems to be breaking. Enlightened 
self interest is year by year, month by month, day 
by day, bringing great groups of women over to 
our way of thinking. 

This campaign for equal rights will be con- 
ducted on three fronts; at home, in South America 
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and internationally, from Geneva, with the single 
objective of achievement once and for all of the 
equality for women with men which has been the 
goal from the beginning of the movement started 
in 1848 at the first Woman’s Rights Convention 
in the world, which met in Seneca Falls, New York, 
at the call of Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia 
Mott. And there will be no retreat in this “war.” 


NOTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 


A Council meeting was held in Columbus, Ohio, 
on November 30th. The election of Mrs. Margaret 
L. Williams to the Investment and Endowment 
Fund Committee was approved. 


The appointment of Miss Mary Philbrook of 
New Jersey as Chairman of the Committee on 
Records to be in charge of the vault and historical 
papers was approved. 


It was announced that Mrs. Norman Underwood 
was willing to serve as Chairman of the House 
—*, and this appointment also was ap- 
proved. 


The appointment of Betty Gram Swing as Chair- 
man of Ways and Means Committee was ratified by 
the Council. 


It was decided to apply twenty-five cents of dues 
sent to Headquarters toward a subscription to 
EQUAL RIGHTS, thereby reducing the price to mem- 
bers and making it possible for every member to 
receive the organ. 

The budget for 1936 was approved after a re- 
port from the Investment and Endowment Fund 
Committee that income from endowment after de- 
duction of fixed charges would be about $5,225. 
It was decided that $900 should be spent to clear 
up indebtedness resulting from the publication of 
EQUAL RIGHTS under its old form in Baltimore, 
$960 for furnace replacement at Headquarters, 
$1,800 for the Congressional Committee, the bal- 
ance for dues to other women’s organizations, 
postage, telephone, telegrams, supplies and clerical 
work. It was decided that it would be necessary to 
raise about $6,000 in order to cover other needs of 
the Party, including an executive secretary, EQUAL 
RIGHTS publication, radio work and the National 
Convention. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AT BIENNIAL 


CONFERENCE 


Organization 


Mrs. Wolfe gave a report of successful organi- 
zation in a number of states. Her report will be 
given in detail in a later issue. 


Distribution of Historical Data 


Dr. Emma Wold reported that a new edition of 
“Jailed for Freedom” by Doris Stevens has been 
printed, and copies are available for purchase. 

The price is $1.50 for one copy—$5 for five 
copies. 
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OBJECT 
To secure for women complete equality with men under 
the law and in all human relationships and in particular to 
secure the adoption of the Equal Rights Amendment to the 


National Constitution and the Equal hts Trea They 
read as follows: 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 


“Men and women shall have Equal Rights throughout the 
United States and every place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


shall ha nf 
“Congress 


INTRODUCED — Senate — By Senator Townsend, Del., 1. 4, 1935. 
(Senate Joint Resolution Ne. 1.) 
House — By 


. Ladlew, Ind., Jan. * 1935. 

ouse Joint Resolution Ne. 1.) 
House — Before Judiciary Committee. 


THE EQUAL RIGHTS TREATY 


Article 1 


The contracting States agree that upon the ratification | 
of this treaty men and women shall have equal rights 
throughout the territory subject to their respective juris- 
dictions. 

— ts 
SIGNED of Cube. Rounder, Paraguay, and Ure- 
PRESENT STATUS — On the agenda of the League of Nations As- 
sembly, September, 1935. | 
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Congressional 
By Anita Pollitzer, Secretary 


I feel that since our last report we can sincerely 
say that we have moved forward with greater con- 
centration toward the Equal Rights Amendment. 
Not only in Washington, but in the majority of the 
more active states, our members have tried to keep 
the Amendment in the forefront of their activity. 


The differentiating characteristic of this past 
year has been that we are now conducting an offen- 
sive rather than a defensive campaign. After our 
Amendment was introduced, it took infinite pains- 
taking and costly research to make knowledge of 
the discriminations available; to ourselves, to other 
organizations, to Congressmen and to the public. 


Even our own members had to study the range 
of the discriminations, particularly on the eco- 
nomic side. Now many of the most important 
women’s organizations, such as the General Fed- 
eration of Women’s Clubs, the Federation of Busi- 
ness and Professional Women, etc., have voted that 
their branches make a study of the Equal Rights 
Amendment. Others, such as the National Asso- 
ciation of Women Lawyers, have endorsed the 
Equal Rights Amendment. Practically every lead- 
ing Interantional women’s group has endorsed the 
Equal Rights Treaty drafted, as was the amend- 


ment, by Alice Paul and embodying the identical 
principle. 


We are now ready to move on to intensive action 
in Congress for the passage of the Equal Rights 
Amendment and we have pushed this campaign 
with some results in the past session of Congress. 
There were very few days in the sesion just closed 
when there was not lobbying by members of the 
Congressional Committee. Certain times were 
marked by very intensive work. 


We focussed mainly on the Amendment as the 
most fundamental of our objects. There were 
countless planned interviews with members of the 
Judiciary Committee of both Houses. We then de- 
cided to concentrate on the Judiciary Committee 
of the House. It was interesting to see how many 
of the Judiciary Committee members set aside 
times for a thorough discussion of the subject. 


We made a great effort to get the measure out 
of committee before the Congress adjourned, but 
were not able to get it brought up for action. This 
is the next step ahead and its accomplishment rests 
with the insistence of women. In addition to get- 
ting their own Representatives to support the 
Amendment, our members should, between now 
and the convening of Congress, try to win the 
promise of immediate committee action from 
Judiciary members. 


But though our desire is to concentrate, we con- 
stantly have to make defensive fights. Each time 
new attacks on their equality are made, new groups 
of women are led to see the necessity for the Equal 
Rights Amendment. 


The Married Persons’ Bill. The married per- 
sons’ bill, H. R. 5051, which will repeal Section 213 
of the Economy Act, directed against married 
women, was favorably reported from the Civil 
Service Commission after untiring work conducted 
under the leadership of the Government Worker’s 
Council of the National Woman’s Party. It is now 
on the Union Calendar of the House, awaiting 
action when Congress convenes. 


The Labor Compact Bills. The work done in 
Congress on the various Labor Compact Bills, 
which would have given the consent of Congress to 
the establishment of minimum wages for women, 
consisted mainly in informing Committee Chair- 
men in Congress and members of the Committees 
of the danger of these measures and of getting 
their promise to allow hearings before the 
measures were reported out. These compacts are 
a menace to women’s economic equality and our 
Committee on Equality of Economic Opportunity 
and our Congressional Committee worked together 
to prevent their enactment. 


Treaties. Beside these national measures, there 
have been sent from Geneva certain International 
Labor Conventions discriminating against women. 
The National Woman’s Party has asked the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee for hearings before 
any action is taken. | 


There have been many other campaigns. When 
entrance of the United States into the World Court 
was up for action in the Senate, after cabling Miss 
Paul, we introduced our Equality Reservation to 
World Court Adherence. This reservation was 
again introduced by Senator Nye. A group of Con- 
gressional Committee members lobbied under the 
direction of Mrs. Lola Maverick Lloyd, Inter- 
national Relations Chairman. Through a brisk 
campaign many Senators were pledged for our 
Reservation, which meant a thorough discussion 
with them of our Equality principle, and Senator 
Nye promised that if victory for the Court seemed 
likely he would call up our Reservation which pro- 


vided for equality in the event the United States 
entered the Court. 


There are members of the Congressional Com- 
mittee who, like Lois Buenzli, Pennsylvania mem- 
ber of our committee, came to Washington and lob- 
bied at critical moments in addition to all the work 
done on their home ground. 


I cannot close this report without mentioning the 
invaluable work of Jane Norman Smith who, while 
carrying the burden of the work for the mainte- 
nance of Woman’s Party headquarters at 542 Fifth 
Avenue, New York, and as chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Equality of Economic Opportunity, was 
steadily at work winning other organizations to 
the support of the amendment, so that the Con- 
gressional Committee could call on them for reso- 
lutions, deputations and support. 


Most of all, I feel we are grateful to Miss Paul 
for the idea and form of the Amendment itself, 
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which nationally is our goal; and to Florence 
Bayard Hilles, whose wise leadership has made us 
want to give the best we know how to give daily to 


help the campaign which she was devotedly direct- 


ing. 

Successful Congressional work now depends on 
our membership; for its way is charted. In es- 
sence our problem and our way of work is the way 
we worked to win suffrage. Human nature is 

retty much the same as it was from 1912 to 1920. 
— are pretty much the same. Congressmen 
are pretty much the same, and our determination 
to write an amendment into the Constitution of the 
United States must be the same. Between now and 
the convening of Congress members of the 
Woman's Party in every district should do their 
ut most to send new pledges of support into head- 
quarters. 


Susan B. Anthony Memorial 


The Chairman, Mrs. Robert Adamson, reported | 


that many birthday celebrations in memory of 
Susan B. Anthony have been held. She said that 
great effort had been made to persuade the Elec- 
tors to place Miss Anthony’s statue in the Hall of 
Fame. Strong letters were sent to all the Electors 
by the Chairman and other prominent people but 
Miss Anthony received 55 votes instead of 61 
needed for election. She reported also that the 
Postmaster had been requested to honor Miss 


Anthony with a commemorative stamp. 


| Literature 

Alma Lutz, Chairman, reported that much liter- 
ature had been distributed during the year and 
that several new pamphlets were needed, one ex- 
plaining the aims and work of the National Wom- 
an’s Party and one giving a new summary of laws 
affecting women. She asked for special contribu- 
tions for this purpose. 


Equality of Economic Opportunity 
Jane Norman Smith 


In June, 1935, an Interstate Compact Conference 
was held at Spring Lake, N. J., to consider the 
establishment of labor standards for all workers. 
To this meeting representatives of twenty states 
were invited. The National Woman’s Party, the 
Brooklyn Manhattan Transit Women’s League and 
other industrial groups sent telegrams to the Con- 
ference demanding that all agreements and com- 
pacts must apply equally to men and women, and 
that these telegrams be read to the Conference. 
Press reports gave the Woman’s Party excellent 
publicity. Due to the opposition of the New Jersey 


representatives, no compacts were adopted at that 
conference. 


On October 18-19 the Conference met at Albany, 
N. Y. In anticipation of this meeting the Woman’s 
Party requested through the Chairman of the Com- 


_ pact Conference that an opportunity be given the 


women affected to appear before the Conference 


and to express their opposition to any agreements 
applying to women but not to men. A place on 
the program was denied them. Two represent- 
atives of the International Labor Office of the 
League of Nations were present, however, and 
spoke. Telegrams and letters from the National 
Woman’s Party and other organizations of women, 
including the Brooklyn Manhattan Transit 
Women’s League and the Women’s Bindery Union, 
protesting against the adoption of any unequal 
compacts were sent to the Conference. 


This particular meeting of the Conference ac- 
cepted the recommendation of a Sub-Committee on 
Hours, that “a forty-hour week for all workers be 
adopted as a practical possibility.” In contra- 
distinction to this recommendation, the Conference 
adopted “a minmum wage compact for women and 
minors modeled after the New York law.” This 
has yet to be ratified by the states participating 
in the conferences. 


It is the aim of the Compact Conferences to ex- 
tend the labor regulations adopted to every in- 
dustrial state. Subsequent meetings will be asked 
to do so. It is reported that the next meeting of the 
Conference will be held in Columbus, Ohio, at a date 
soon to be set. It is the recommendation of this 
committee that all members of the Woman’s Party 
protest to their respective legislators, Governors of 
States, members of Congress and State Depart- 
ments of Labor against such antiquated agree- 
ments as those applying to women alone, and de- 
mand that all compacts apply equally to all work- 
ers. It also suggests that you urge your Governors 
to demand a place on the program of the next Con- 
ference for the Woman’s Party and industrial 
women opposed to such regulations. 


It is a safe prediction that a serious displace- 
ment of women throughout the United States will 
follow if all women do not band together to demand 
that all regulations apply to the nature of the work 
and not to the sex of the worker 


The Committee has had the support of the 
National Industrial Council in all its work where 
the active support of women who are actual wage 
earners has been needed. 


Every important organzation of business 
women, as well as many industrial groups in New 
York State, opposed passage of the minimum wage 
law applying to women.but not to men, on the 
ground that in no state having such a law do 
women receive a living wage, and also for the 
reason that testimony from California, Massa- 
chusetts, North Dakota, and other states, showed 
that when such legislation; was enforced, women 
were dismissed and replaced by men and boys who 
would work for a wage lower than the lowest 
wage scale set for women. The same effect was 
predicted in New Vork. 

Again we protest against the Conference pro- 
posal for minimum wage or any other legislation 
which links adult women with children and does 
not apply to men. | 


The substance of other reports will be printed in an early issue. 


